Arts Grant Funding 2025: Application Form

Deadline: 5.30pm, Thursday 14 March 2024
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Arts Grant Funding 2025
Application Form

Deadline: 5.30pm (Ireland time), Thursday 14 March 2024
Overview of the application form

We recommend that you read over all sections of this application form carefully before you begin to fill it out.

Summary of contents:
	Section
	Description

	Using this application form
	This provides a description of the technical requirements for filling out this application form.

	Part 1:  General information
	Where you confirm that you have read the guidelines for this funding programme, list any additional arts area(s) relating to your application, and identify the funding period for which you are applying for funding.

	Part 2:  About yourself and proposal summary
	Where you tell us about yourself as the applicant, give a summary of what you are proposing, and list the names of people and organisations involved in your proposal.

	Part 3:  Planned activities
	Use the table(s) to list each of the activities that you plan to undertake as part of your proposal. Here you will give the activity name along with a brief description of each. You will use the AAR template to give financial and other data relating to these activities

	Part 4:  Your application and the assessment criteria
	Where you describe how you believe your proposal meets our assessment criteria.


Using this application form

You must fill in each section of this application form, unless we tell you otherwise. If you do not, you will get an error message when you try to submit the form through Online Services. 

This form contains specific formatting that lets the Online Services website validate the form when you upload it. If you remove this formatting, the form will not upload and you may not be able to submit your application. To make sure you can upload your form and submit your application successfully, please follow these rules: 
· Only use Microsoft Word or OpenOffice Writer to complete this form. Using any other program will corrupt the document and prevent upload. 

· You can download OpenOffice Writer from openoffice.org only. This is free software that is quick to download and install. You must use OpenOffice Writer version 4.0.1 or earlier.
· Do not enable macros or change any other security settings on the form.

· Save the form in .doc or .docx format only. If the form is saved as another file type first, the document will become corrupted and will not upload. If you use OpenOffice Writer and it gives you options to save in current format or ODF format, you must select ‘Keep Current Format’.
You can find answers to common questions about using Online Services in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section on the Arts Council website at: 
http://www.artscouncil.ie/en/FAQ/online-services.aspx.

Enter your content in the form as follows:

	Checkboxes
	· Click into a box to check it; click it again to clear it.

· Do not click on more checkboxes than we ask for.

	Text fields
	· Click on the grey box within each answer field to enter your text/figures. 

· Microsoft Word: enter text directly into the grey box.

· OpenOffice Writer: click the grey box and enter your text into the pop-up input field. 

	Character limits
	· Some questions have a character limit and an equivalent word limit. Any text that exceeds these limits will be cut off. Note that the character limit is precise but that the word limits are an estimate (based on six characters for each word).

· Remember that the character limit includes spaces. A space counts as one character. 

	Tables
	· Click on the grey box within each cell of the table to enter text and figures. 

· Enter dates in the format dd/mm/yyyy only – e.g. 15/12/2025.

· Enter budget figures in the format 0.00 – e.g. 234.00. Only enter digits – do not include letters, punctuation or currency symbols.   


1. General information 

1.1 Please give your full name and your Arts Council ARN

	Name
	  ARN

	     
	     


1.2 Please click in the box to confirm that you have read the Guidelines for Applicants
	
	I confirm I have read the Guidelines for Applicants for the funding programme for which I am applying. 


1.3 Other artforms/arts practices relevant to your application 

Please indicate any other artforms or arts practices relevant to your application. Click in a maximum of three boxes. Each item you select should represent a significant element of the activities described in your application. 

	
	Architecture
	
	Arts in Schools
	
	Arts Participation*

	
	Circus
	
	Dance
	
	Film

	
	Literature
	
	Music
	
	Opera

	
	Spectacle
	
	Street Arts
	
	Theatre

	
	Traditional Arts
	
	Visual Arts
	
	Young People, Children and Education

	Other, please specify       


* Including contexts of health, disability, cultural diversity, older people and/or communities of place or interest

1.4 Funding period relevant to your application

We will offer Arts Grant Funding over two time periods. 

See section 1.6 What is the funding period to which the programme applies? in the Guidelines for Applicants for guidance on this.

Please click on the relevant checkbox below to indicate which funding period you are applying for. 

	
	January–December 2025
	
	January 2025–December 2026


1.5 Child protection and welfare
	Does your proposal involve providing cultural, recreational, educational or other services to children or young people under the age of eighteen?

Note: this does not apply to you or your organisation if the work will be presented to a general audience – e.g. if a child and their parents are members of the audience.

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

(required to move forward and complete application)

If you have answered ‘Yes’ to this question and your application is successful, you will have to confirm that you have suitable child-safeguarding policies and procedures in place by completing a self-audit at https://childprotection.artscouncil.ie/.

For more information please see the Children First section of the Tusla (Child and Family Agency) website at https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/


1.6 Vulnerable adults

	Does your proposal involve providing services (e.g. cultural, recreational, educational) to vulnerable adults?

Yes


No


By ticking the Yes box, you have indicated that you will work with, or present work to, this cohort as part of your proposal, and you are hereby acknowledging that you have familiarised yourself with and adhere to the National Policy & Procedures on Safeguarding Vulnerable Persons at Risk of Abuse here(see ).*
* Please note that you may be asked to provide more evidence of adherence to these policies should your application be successful


1.7 Please let us know if we can contact you for other Arts Council business – e.g. stakeholder surveys, invitations to events, media events. Your information will not be shared with any third parties. 

This will NOT affect your application in any way.

	I consent to the Arts Council contacting me for other Arts Council business. (Please tick)

Yes


No





2. About yourself and proposal summary
Use this section to set out the substance of your application to the Arts Council. 

2.1 Tell us about yourself

Briefly describe who you are (including legal status where relevant – i.e. CLG, DAC, sole trader, etc.), the main focus of your work, and your most recent artistic achievements.
If you are a newly formed organisation with little or no track record, or you are an individual applying on behalf of a wider group, you may choose to answer this question by focusing on the experience of individual members within the group or organisation (max. 600 characters including spaces/approx. 100 words). 

	     


2.2 Give us a summary of your proposal

Tell us in no more than three short points what you want to do, how and why (max. 300 characters including spaces/approx. 50 words). 

Note: if your application is successful, we will publish this summary on the Who We’ve Funded pages of the Arts Council website.

You will be able to provide further details about your proposal later in this application form and in the AAR template.
	      


2.3 List the artists, individuals, groups or organisations involved in your proposal   

Please list all artists, individuals, groups or organisations that are key to your proposal. You should include details of any venue(s) hosting your proposed activity, the main artists involved, key partners, key administrative personnel, etc. Indicate for each if they are ‘confirmed’. 
	First name
	Surname
	Organisation
	Involvement in project
	Confirmed? (y/n)

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	

	      
	     
	     
	     
	


3. Planned activities
3.1 TABLE A. Please complete the table below setting out your proposed activities for the funding period January–December 2025, and give a brief description of each activity (max. 600 characters including spaces per activity/approx. 100 words). 
List the activities in order of priority, from the ones you are keenest to achieve to the ones that are more aspirational. Please also specify the date or dates (to the best of your knowledge) for when the proposed activity will take place. Please ensure that you list your activities in the same order within the Arts Activity Report (AAR) template.*
	
	Activity name
	Brief description 
	Key personnel involved in delivering the activity
	Proposed dates

	A.1
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.2
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.3
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.4
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.5
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.6
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.7
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.8
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.9
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.10
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.11
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.12
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.13
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.14
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.15
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.16
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.17
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.18
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.19
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.20
	     
	     
	     
	     


* You must use the AAR template to provide financial and numeric details of the activities or events you propose to undertake. 

Note on listing activities

The total number of activities allowed within the AAR template is twenty. If you have more than twenty individual activities, rather than providing details of every individual activity or event, you should group your proposed activities by artform or by type.

For example:

· Performing-arts activities (e.g. theatre, dance, circus)

· Visual-arts activities

· Music activities

· Literature activities

· Activities or events for children/young people

· Local-community/amateur activities

· Development activities.

TABLE B: Planned activities and events 2026
In the event that you are also seeking funding for activities and/or events for the period January–December 2026, please provide this information in the table below.
	
	Activity name
	Brief description 
	Key personnel involved in delivering the activity
	Proposed dates

	A.1
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.2
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.3
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.4
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.5
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.6
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.7
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.8
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.9
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.10
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.11
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.12
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.13
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.14
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.15
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.16
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.17
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.18
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.19
	     
	     
	     
	     

	A.20
	     
	     
	     
	     


3.2 Priorities within your proposal (optional question) 
Due to budgetary constraints, we may not be able to fund all of your proposed activities, so it is important that you list them in the table in order of priority. We understand that, depending on the level of funding awarded, you may be able to deliver only the higher-priority activities. We also recognise, however, that some activities are scalable or may be interdependent, and you can tell us here if this is the case for any of your proposals (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).

	     


4. Your application and the assessment criteria (see section 3 in the Guidelines for Applicants) 
What you write in this section is a key part of your proposal, and should help those involved in assessing your application to understand how what you are proposing to do meets the Arts Council’s objectives and priorities in offering this award.

Read carefully over section 3 How we assess your application in the Guidelines for Applicants.
Criterion 1: Artistic quality 

4.1 Please describe how you believe that your proposal will demonstrate artistic excellence, by referencing, for example, the artistic ambition of the proposal, the artistic track records of the key personnel involved and, where relevant, your commissioning policy and approach (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


Criterion 2: Outcomes that deliver on the objectives of Arts Grants Funding  

Complete the following sections to help us understand the outcomes of what you are proposing and how they will help to develop the arts. ‘Outcomes’ simply means what you expect will happen as a result of the work that you do. Where relevant, you should make specific reference to evidence within your supporting materials.
4.2 Please describe the outcomes you expect to arise out of your proposal and/or the activities you plan to undertake (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.3 Describe how you believe these outcomes will assist in developing the arts (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.4 How will you monitor and evaluate your work in order to assess whether you achieve these outcomes? (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words)

	     


4.5 Describe how the planned activities incorporate the principles of equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) to deliver equitable opportunities or outcomes for those involved (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.6 Describe how you believe your overall proposal will contribute to the ecology of the arts within your artform or area of practice (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


Criterion 3: Feasibility

Please complete the following sections to help us to understand the feasibility of what you are proposing and how you are demonstrating that. Where relevant you should make specific reference to evidence within your supporting materials.
4.7 Briefly describe the roles of the key personnel involved in managing and administering the activities you plan to undertake, how their involvement is relevant, and how it will enhance the success of the proposal (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.8 How will you ensure that participating artists will get fair pay and conditions? Include as part of your answer the average basic rate of pay and/or the range of fees that you pay to freelance artists. Please see the note on pay and conditions for artists in section 1.10 in the Guidelines for Applicants (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.9 Please provide information about your partners and/or collaborators: who they are, the level of their commitment to your proposal, and/or how you propose to secure their commitment and the nature of their involvement. Note that the more commitment from partners you can demonstrate, the stronger your application (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.10 Describe what systems and procedures are in place that can show that the budget will be managed appropriately (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.11 Please set out your other sources of income, the extent to which they are secured and/or achievable and realistic, and the access you have to any required non-financial resources (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.12 How will you ensure that your timetable is realistic and that any technical requirements will be met? (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words)

	     


4.13 Please give an overview of the plans you have in place to ensure that your audience or public-engagement targets, where relevant, are realistic and achievable (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.14 Set out any risks you have identified in delivering on your proposed plans, and list actions you will take to guard against these (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


4.15 Please mention any other work, partnerships, collaborations or projects that you may have unfinished or ongoing and which may impact either positively or negatively on you/your organisation’s capacity to deliver all of your proposed activities. If you have no other work outstanding, write ‘N/A’ (max. 3,000 characters including spaces/approx. 500 words).
	     


5. Review the application checklist (see section 2 in the Guidelines for Applicants) 
Use this checklist to review your application materials. If you have all the items on the checklist, you are ready to upload and submit your application.

Items that are mandatory for all applications (check all of these items)
	1. 
	
	I have filled in all relevant sections of the application form and have it ready to upload.

	2. 
	
	I have filled in all relevant sections of the Arts Activity Report (AAR) template and have it ready to upload.

	3. 
	
	I have included between one and three examples of work, either as uploaded files or as URL links

	4. 
	
	I have prepared and gathered together detailed activity budgets for each activity and have it ready to upload. 

	5. 
	
	I have gathered together a document containing short biographies of all confirmed artistic personnel and have it ready to upload

	6. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I have gathered together evidence of confirmed partnership funding/ commitments and have it ready to upload


Items you are strongly advised to include (check all of these items that are relevant)
	
	I have information about access costs ready to upload.

	
	I have a commissioning statement and have it ready to upload.

	
	I have a marketing/distribution/engagement plan as required and have it ready to upload.

	
	I have information on the ‘voice of children/young people’ and have it ready to upload or included in public engagement plan

	
	I have evidence of potential artists’ workspaces and have it ready to upload.

	
	I have included a copy of our animal-welfare policy and have it ready to upload


Second opinion (check this item)
	
	I have asked another person to check my application to make sure there are no errors and that nothing is missing. 


1
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